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CURRICULUM VITAE      
 

LISA FRINK 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Anthropology and Ethnic Studies  Tel: 702.895.1114 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas   FAX: 702.895.4823 
4505 Maryland Parkway Box 455003   e-mail: lisa.frink@unlv.edu 
Las Vegas, NV 89154-5003 

 
EDUCATION 
1994 B.A.; 1997 M.A.; 2003 Ph.D. Anthropology, University of Wisconsin, Madison (Ph.D. Thesis 
Chair, T. Douglas Price; “A Tale of Three Villages: Archaeological Investigation of Late Prehistoric and 
Historic Culture Change in Western Alaska”) 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Colonialism Studies; Ethnoarchaeology; Identity, Technology and Production; Oral History; Hunter-
Gatherers; Architecture and Space; Indigenous Archaeology; Arctic and North America 
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
Archaeological Theory, Archaeology of Technology (spring 2008), Arctic Archaeology, Economic 
Anthropology (fall 2008), Ethnoarchaoelogy, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Gender in 
Archaeology, Introduction to World Archaeology, Native North Americans 
 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 
Peer-Reviewed Books 
2005   FRINK, L., and K. Weedman (editors). Gender and Hide Production. AltaMira Press, 

Walnut Creek. (Author or co-author of two chapters (listed below) 
2002 FRINK, L., R. S. Shepard, and G.A. Reinhardt (editors). Many Faces of Gender: Roles and 

Relationships through Time in Indigenous Northern Communities. University Press of 
Colorado, Boulder and University of Calgary Press, Calgary. Author or co-author of two chapters 
(listed below) 

 
Peer-Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters 
In Press  FRINK, L. Technology and identity in coastal Alaska. International Journal of Historical 

Archaeology 
2008  FRINK, L. and K. Harry. The beauty of “ugly” Eskimo cook pots. American Antiquity 73(1) 
2007 FRINK, L. Storage and status in precolonial and colonial coastal western Alaska. Current 

Anthropology 48(3) 
2006 FRINK, L. Social identity and the Yup’ik Eskimo village tunnel system in precolonial and 

colonial western Alaska. In Integrating the Diversity of 21st Century Anthropology: The Life and 
Intellectual Legacies of Susan Kent.  Edited by W. Ashmore, M. Dobres, S. Nelson, and A. 
Rosen, pp. 109-125. Archeological Papers of the American Anthropological Association 16(1), 
University of California Press, Berkeley  

2005 FRINK, L. Gender and the hide production process in colonial western Alaska. In Gender and 
Hide Production.  Edited by Lisa Frink and Kathryn Weedman, pp. 128-151.  AltaMira Press, 
Walnut Creek 

2005 FRINK, L., and K. Weedman (editors). Introduction to gender and hide production. In Gender 
and Hide Production, pp. 1-19. AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek 
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2004 Knudson, K. J., L. FRINK, B. W. Hoffman, and T. D. Price. Chemical characterization of Arctic 
soils: Activity area analysis in contemporary Yup’ik fish camps using ICP-AES. Journal of 
Archaeological Science 31:443-456 

2003 FRINK, L., B. W. Hoffman, and R. D. Shaw. Ulu knife use in western Alaska: A comparative 
ethnoarchaeological study. Current Anthropology 44(1):116-122 

2002 FRINK, L. Fish tales: Women and decision-making in western Alaska.  In Many Faces of 
Gender: Roles and Relationships through Time in Indigenous Northern Communities. Edited by 
Lisa Frink, Rita S. Shepard, and Gregory A. Reinhardt, pp. 93-110. University Press of Colorado, 
Boulder and University of Calgary Press, Calgary 

2002 FRINK, L., R. S. Shepard, and G. A. Reinhardt (editors). Many faces: An introduction to gender 
research in Native Northern North America.  In Many Faces of Gender: Roles and Relationships 
through Time in Indigenous Northern Communities.  Pp. 1-12. University Press of Colorado, 
Boulder and University of Calgary Press, Calgary 

2001 FRINK, L., D. Corbett, A. Rosebrough, and M. Partlow. The archaeology of St. Matthew Island, 
Bering Sea, Alaska Journal of Anthropology, 1(1):137-143 

 
Non-peer Reviewed 
2008 FRINK, L. and A. Cannon. Foreward to Neal Ferris’ Native-Lived Colonialisms in the Lower 

Great Lakes: An Archaeological History. University of Arizona Press, Tucson.   
2007 FRINK, L. and K. Harry. Study explores ceramic production in coastal Alaska. Witness the Arctic 

12(2):21. 
 
Book Review Essay 
2007 FRINK, L. Book review essay of Circumpolar Lives and Livelihood: A Comparative 

Ethnoarchaeology of Gender and Subsistence by Robert Jarvenpa and Hetty Jo Brumbach 
(University of Nebraska Press, 2006). American Anthropologist 109(2):388-389 

 
In Progress 
FRINK, L. The identity division of labor in Native Alaska. American Anthropologist. In Review. 
Harry, K. and L. FRINK. The Alaskan cooking pot: Why was it adopted? Manuscript in preparation 
FRINK, L., R. Shepard, and G. Reinhardt (editors). Colonialism in the Arctic. Manuscript in preparation 
to be submitted to University of Nebraska Press. 
FRINK, L. Collective identity and religious colonialism in coastal western Alaska. In 
Across the Great Divide: Continuity and Change in Native North American Societies, A.D. 1400-1900. 
Mark Mitchell and Laura Scheiber (eds.). Amerind Foundation. Tucson, University of Arizona Press. 
Manuscript in preparation 

 
HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS 
2004  Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research Richard Carley Hunt  
  Postdoctoral Fellowship 
2002  Henry Vilas Graduate Fellowship, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
2001 The Miller Prize for Recognition of Innovation in Research and Instruction in 

Anthropology, Department of Anthropology, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
2001 The Hyde Field Dissertation Research Award of the Women’s Research Center, 

Women’s Studies Program, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
2001  Henry Vilas Graduate Fellowship, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
2000 The Mary Washburn Willets Award, Women’s Research Center, Women’s Studies 

Program, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
1999  Henry Vilas Graduate Fellowship, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
1999 Graduate Student of the Year, Alaska Anthropological Association 
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GRANTS AND RESEARCH SUPPORT 
External Research Support 
2007 National Science Foundation (#0710687, 2 years), “Archaeological Activity Area 

Analysis in Western Alaska through Soil Chemistry and Ethnoarchaeology,” $112,790 
(Co-PI’s K.J. Knudson and L. Frink) 

2005 National Science Foundation (#0452900), “Elder Knowledge and Ceramic Production: 
Combining Ethnoarchaeological and Experimental Techniques for Evaluating and 
Reconstructing the Manufacture, Use, and Meaning of Pottery in Western Native 
Alaska,” $38,265 (Co-PI’s L. Frink and K. Harry) 

2003-04 Field Research Grants, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, $5,000 (total) 
2001  National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant (# 0094664), “A Tale of 

Three Villages: Archaeological Investigation of Late Prehistoric and Historic Culture 
Change in Western Alaska,” $12,500 

1997-2001 Annual Field Research Grants, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, $10,000 (total) 
 
Intramural Research Support 
2007 Center for Advanced Research Award (CFAR), College of Liberal Arts, University of 

Nevada, Las Vegas, $6,000 
2006 Center for Advanced Research Award (CFAR), College of Liberal Arts, University of 

Nevada, Las Vegas, $2,500 
Conference Support 
2005  University Faculty Travel Award, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, for the 35th Annual 

Meeting of the Alaska Anthropological Association Annual Meeting $935 
 
FIELD AND ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 
2007-08 Tununak, Alaska. Co-Principal Investigator, Coastal Arctic Soils Project (CASP). 
2006  Alakanuk, Alaska. Interviews with elders about their experiences at the Jesuit children’s 

boarding missions. 
2006  Chefornak, Alaska; Invited by Yup’ik family to attend Eskimo dance or Yuraq. 
2005  Tununak, Alaska; Principle Investigator (with K. Harry co-PI), Western Alaska 

Ceramics Project (WACP), ceramic production research combining ethnoarchaeological 
and experimental research.  

  Fairbanks, Alaska; Collections research at the Museum of the North, University of 
Alaska, Fairbanks 

2004  Chevak and Tununak, Alaska; Interview with Chevak elder who lived at the first Jesuit 
mission boarding school; meeting with Tununak Elder Council.  

 Anchorage, Alaska; Collections research at Anchorage Museum of History and Art. 
2003 Chevak, Alaska; ethnoarchaeological research at subsistence fish camp focusing on soils 

chemistry project (CASP).  
2002 Gonzaga University Spokane, Washington. Archival research at Jesuit Oregon 

Province Archives Special Collections, Foley Library, Spokane, Washington. 
Washington, D.C.; Edward Nelson Collection research, National Museum of Natural 
History, Smithsonian Institution. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Archival research, Marquette University, Memorial Library 
Special Collections. 
Chevak, Alaska. Dissertation research, interviews with elders.  

2001 Chevak and Anchorage, Alaska; Co-Principle investigator (lead PI graduate chair T. 
Douglas Price) of dissertation research at three archaeological sites connected to 
community of Chevak. Subsistence fish camp research. Archival research at Alaska 
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Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) Repository, United States Bureau of Indian 
Affairs.  

1999 Chevak, Alaska; Interviews with Yup’ik elders with focus on subsistence techniques. 
1998 Chevak, Alaska; Ethnoarchaeological research at Yup’ik family fish camp. 
1997 Chevak, Alaska; Interviews with Yup’ik elders concerning life at archaeological sites, 

research at herring camp. 
St. Matthew Island, Bering Sea; conducted survey of northeastern side of uninhabited 
island and excavated Late Thule dwelling. First archaeologist to identify prehistoric site 
on island. 

1996 Chevak, Alaska. Meeting with Chevak Traditional Council proposing research project. 
1995-96          Unimak Island, Aleutian Archipelago, Alaska; Peterson Lagoon Archaeological 

Project, Volunteer. 
 
PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 
Sessions Organized     
2007 Kathryn Weedman and L. FRINK. Gender and Material Culture. Session at the 106th Annual 

Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington D.C. 
2007 FRINK, L. Anthropology of Colonialism in the Arctic. Session at the 36th Annual Meeting of the 

Alaska Anthropological Association, Fairbanks. 
2006 T. Thurston and L. FRINK. Transitions: Beyond Origins in Archaeological Research. A 

Symposium in Honor of T. Douglas Price. Session at the 71st Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, Puerto Rico. 

2003 FRINK, L. and Kathryn Weedman. Gender and Hide Production: Archaeological, Biological, and 
Ethnological Perspectives.  Session at the Fifth World Archaeological Congress, Washington, 
D.C. 

1999 Funk, C. and L. FRINK. Stone Tools, River Beds, and Interviews: Research Diversity in the 
Yukon-Kuskowim Delta Region. Session at the 28th Annual Meeting of the Alaska 
Anthropological Association, Anchorage, Alaska. 

1997 L. FRINK and C. Claassen. Gender in the Past. Session at the 14th International Congress of 
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, College of William & Mary. 

1997 L. FRINK. Gender in the North. Session at the 26th Annual Meeting of the Alaska 
Anthropological Association, Fairbanks, Alaska. 

Invited and Submitted Professional Papers 
2008 L. FRINK. Personal and political encounters: Indigenous accounts of the experience and impact 

of religious colonialism in Native western Alaska. Invited paper to be presented at the 6th World 
Archaeology Congress, Dublin, Ireland.  

2008 L. FRINK and K.J. Knudson. Using Ethnoarchaeology and soil chemistry to examine herring and 
salmon fisheries on the Arctic Alaskan coast. Invited paper to be presented at the 73rd annual 
meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Vancouver B.C. 

2008 L. FRINK. Discussant for forum Women reaching out: Strategies and contexts for mentoring in 
archaeology. The 73rd annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Vancouver B.C. 

2007 L. FRINK. Is simple technology really so simple? Identity difference and technological expertise. 
Paper to be presented at the 106th annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
Washington D.C. 

2007 L. FRINK.  Social technology and identity in coastal Alaska. Paper presented at the 37th Annual 
meeting of the Alaska Anthropological Association. Fairbanks, March 11-14. 

2007 L. FRINK. Invited forum discussant, The Discipline of Archaeology, sponsored by the Board of 
Directors of the Society for American Archaeology at the 72nd Annual meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, Austin Texas. 



 Frink CV 5

2007 L. FRINK.  Little Sisters of the Snow in a field of colonial change.  Invited paper presented at the 
72nd Annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Austin Texas. 

2006 L. FRINK.  Materials and the transformation of relationships in colonial coastal western Alaska. 
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Puerto Rico. 

2006 Barbara Roth and L. FRINK. Writing gender. Invited paper presented at the 71st Annual Meeting 
of the Society for American Archaeology, Puerto Rico. 

2006 L. FRINK and K. Harry. The beauty of “ugly” Eskimo cook pots. Paper presented at the 36th 
Annual Meeting of the Alaskan Anthropological Association, Kodiak, Alaska. 

2005 L. FRINK.  Gender and intra-site tunnels in precontact and colonial western Alaska.  Paper 
presented at the 35th Annual Meeting of the Alaskan Anthropological Association, Anchorage. 

2004 L. FRINK.  Gender, space, and storage in colonial western Alaska.  Invited paper presented at the 
69th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Montreal. 

2003  L. FRINK.  Trading identity: Gender, change, and production in western Alaska.  Paper presented 
at the Fifth World Archaeological Congress, Washington D.C. 

2002 L. FRINK and B.W. Hoffman. “Poor fish”: A comparative ethnoarchaeological study of ulu use 
in western Alaska. Paper presented at the 31th Annual Meeting of the Alaska Anthropological 
Association, Anchorage, Alaska. 

2001  L. FRINK and B.W. Hoffman. Women, production, and management: The ethnoarchaeology of 
fish camp, western Alaska. Poster presented at the 66th Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

2001 L. FRINK. Invited forum discussant, Archaeology as Anthropology, at the 66th Annual Meeting 
of the Society for American Archaeology, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

1998 L. FRINK. Fish tales: Women and decision-making in western Alaska.  Paper presented at the 
14th International Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, The College of 
William & Mary 

1997 L. FRINK. The sexual division of labor and space in western Alaska. Paper presented at the 26th 
Annual Meeting of the Alaska Anthropological Association, Fairbanks, Alaska. 

1996 L. FRINK and B.W. Hoffman. Gender, space, and the division of labor: Women’s activities in 
eastern Aleutian prehistory. Paper presented at the 4th Gender and Archaeology Conference, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
Book Series Editorship 
2006-present FRINK L. and A. Cannon (Series Editors). The Archaeology of Colonialism in North 

America. University of Arizona Press, Tucson. 
 
National and Regional Professional Associations   
Alaska Anthropological Association, American Anthropological Association, Society for American 
Archaeology 
 
International, National, and Regional Professional Service 
2006-2008 Archaeology Program Editor, Archaeology Division of the American Anthropological 

Association (elected position). 
2006-2008 Board of Directors, Alaska Anthropological Association (elected position). 
2006-present Editorial Board Member, Journal of Alaska Anthropology  
2005-2007 Awards Nomination Committee Member, Alaska Anthropological Association 
2001  Chair, Washington D.C. Planning Committee, Fifth World Archaeological Congress 
1999-2001  Society for American Archaeology, Committee on the Status of Women in Archaeology, 

graduate student seat. 


